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Dear Sir: Opinion !o. 0-60¥6 :
Re: Is a motdr bus required
..£o have regular bus license
platen vhere they operate
. frdm an incorporated town
to an army camp or var plant
- ajd when going to or from
- . -thesé two points it is nec-
. " emssary to pass through the
T .  aity limits of another in-

. . corporeted towvn and related

N \qndapionst

This wilI'aoknowladgé-rocoipt of your letter, dated
uay 24, 19#4 vhich rqadu, in part, as follows:

rd
'In recent moiiths wé have had several ques-
tiona arise regarding the licensing or registre-
tion of motor busses transporting persons for
compensation .or hire, Most of these questions
.came about.by reason of so many var plants and
a@my\campa being situated in Texas.
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"MHe questions we would like to have you
" clarify for us are as follows:

£

"1, 1Is & motor bus required to have regu-
lar bus license plates where they op-
erate from an incorporated town to an
sarmy camp or wvar plant and vhen going
to or from these two points it is nec-
essary to pass through the city limits

te
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"2,

of ancther incorporated town? For
example, a bus operator has a pemit
from the Railroad Commission to trans-
port persons for compensation or hire
from Town A to Plant C; and from these
two points 1t is necessary that he
pass through the city limits of incor-
porated Town B but he is not permitted
to transport passengers from Town A to
Town B or from Town B to Plant C nor
the reverse, The only resason he pesses
through the city limits of Tovn B is
because the highwvay on vhich he travels
is located through the city limits of
that town.

A Bus Company has a permit from the
Railroad Commission to service a group
of war plants and alr fields, all sit-
uated together from three incorporated
towns, In rendering this service, the
bus operators are not pemmitted to han.
dle passengers from one of these towns
to another but only from these towns
and iptermediate points destined to )
one of the war plants or air flelds and
from the plants and air flelds to either
of the towvns and intermediate points,
However, in rendering this service, the
bus operates to and through each of the
three incorporated towns., Should these
busses be llcensed with regular bus
plates because they operate in and out
of these incorporated towns to the war
plants, or should they have regular
passenger plates sinee they do not do
any inter-city business?

On the Texas and Mexico Border a Bus
Cowpany, whose residence is in Mexlco,

operates to a tovn in Texas and in this

operation they do not travel outside of
the city limits of the Texas Town. Thelir
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business in Texas is strictly inter-
national since they do no intra-city
or intra-state service in Texas., The
Town in Mexico is immediately across
the river and has its own municipal
government and is incorporated. 3ince
this Bus Company's operetions so far
as Texas is concerned is vholly with-
in the limits of an incorporated town,
we would like to know should they have
regular bus license or passenger 1li-
conse a8 is used on city busses in
other Texas towns?

"4, Another Bus Company operating from a
Texas Border Town to & Mexico Border
Town and owned by & resident of Texas
cperates over several miles of high-
vay before reaching the Mexico Border
but does not pass through any other
incorporated town in Texas. The Town
in Mexico immediately across the border
is incorporated. Since there 1is only
one incorporated town in Texas involved,
should these busses have regular bus
license or passsnger license?

"5. A large Bus Company, whose residence
is out of the state and wvhoase opera-
tions are through many incorporated
towns and seversl states before reach-
ing Texas, operates to only one incor-
porated town in Texas approximately
tventy miles within the State. Since
there is only one incorporated town
through which these busses operate in
Texas but wmany others outside of the
state in which they operate, we would
like to know if these busses should
have regular Texas bus plates or Texas
passenger car glatea for their opera-
tions in Texas? This company operates
a regular bus line, being permitted to
haul passengers orlginating at any point
ang destined to any point and have no
such restriction as those in Questions
One and Two."
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Article 6675a-1, Sections a, b, j, m. and n, Ver-
non's Annotated Civil Statutes, respectively provide:

"(a) 'Vehicle' means every device in, or
by which any person or property is or may be
transported or drewn upon a publiec bighway, ex-
cept devices moved only by human power or used
exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks.

"(b) ‘'Motor Vehicle' means every vehicle,
as herein defined, that is self-propelled.

n
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"(j) ‘'Passenger Car' means any motor ve-
hicle other than a motor cycle or a bus, as de-
fined in this Act, designed or used primarily
for the transportation of persons.

"(m) ‘Public Highway' shall include any
road, street, wvay, thoroughfare or bridge in
this State not privately owned or controlled
for the use of vshicles over which the Btate
has legislative jurisdiction under its police
pover. -

"(n) ‘'Motor Bus' shall inolude every ve-'
hicle except those operated by muscular power
or exclusively on stationary ralls or tracks,
vhich is used irn transporting persons betwveen or
through two or more incorporated cities and/or
towvns and/or villages for ocmpensation (or hire)
vhether operated over fixed routes or otherwise;
except such of said vehicles as are operated ex-
clusively within the limits of incorporated oit-
ies an%/or towns or suburban additions to such
towns.

And Article 6675a-2, Vernon's Annotated Civil Stat-
utes, provides, in part, as follovs:
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"Every owner of a motor vehicle, treiler or
semi-trailer used or to be used upon the public
highways of this State shall apply each year to
the State Highway Department through the County
Tax Collector of the county in which he resides
for the registration of each such vehicle owned
or controlled by him for the ensuing or current
calendar year or unexpired portion thereof; pro-
vided that vhere a public highway separates lands
under the dominion or control of the owner, the
operation of a motor vehicle by such owner, hils
agents or employees, across such highway shall
not constitute & use of such motor vehicle upon
a public highvay of this State . . . ."

You will observe that Sectlion n, supre, provides
that "t*Motor Bus'! shall include every vehicle . . . vhich is
used in transporting persons between or t h two or mcre
incorporated . . . . towns," ~(Emphasis oursi This is the
test.

It followa in answver to your first tvo questions
that the busses in question should have regular bus licenses
. as they pass "through two or more incorporated , . . towns.”

With reference to your third, fourth, and fifth
aueutions, ve point out that Section n, supre, pzovides that
‘Motor Bua! shsll include every veshicle . . . . (Emphasis
ours) and that in Section &, supre, "'Vehicle' means every
device . . . transported or drewn upon a publie g;g%wax.“
. (Emphasis ocurs) "Public Highway" is define ection m,
supre, to "“include any road, street, vay, thoroughfare or

bridge in this State . . + . over wvhich the State has legis-
lative jurisdiction under its police power.  (Xmphaslie ours)

It 1s our Opinionﬁ therefore, that the Legislature

meant in Section n, supre, two or more incorporated townp"

in Tezas. It follows in answer to your third, fourth and
Tifth questions, that since the busses in question do not pass
"between or through two or more incorporated cities and/or
towvns and/or villages" in Texas, they should be equipped with
pessenger car licenses, They fall within the definition of a
passenger car", Section (j), supre.
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Trusting this satisfactorily answers your in-
quiry, we are

Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

Fuid O Ol

Fred C, Chandler
Angis ta.nt
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